
Our Mission: 
The purpose of Support for 
Families is to ensure that 
families of children with 
any kind of disability or 
special health care need 
have the knowledge and 
assistance they need to 
make informed choices 
that support their child’s 
health, education, and 
development.  

We provide peer support 
to families, and information 
and education to families, 
professionals and the 
community at large.
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Information...Information...

The Support for Families Phone 
Line, Drop-In Services at Open 
Gate Family Resource Center 
and at satellite facilities in San 
Francisco neighborhoods of-
fer families and professionals 
information resources, referrals 
and guidance through diff er-
ent systems that serve families. 
Community Resource Parents 
can provide information in 
English, Spanish, Cantonese, and 
Mandarin.

The Joan Cassel Memorial 
Library at the Open Gate Family 
Resource Center lends books, 
catalogs, audio-and video-tapes, 
on a wide range of topics for 

families and professionals. In 
addition, there is a toy lending 
library. (The library is the subject 
of our Program Highlight article 
on page 8.)

Resource Packets on specifi c top-
ics such as Learning Disabilities, 
ADHD, Behavior and Autism 
provide another source of infor-
mation; packets are avaliable in 
three languages. The Support 
for Families website (www.sup
portforfamilies.org) continues to 
expand its scope and reach, with 
information on upcoming events 
at Support for Families and in the 
Bay Area, and links to resources 
from around the nation. Families 

can also access online resources 
at OpenGate, where there is a 
computer specifi cally for parents. 
Staff  members are also available 
to provide help. Several list-
serves keep families and profes-
sionals up to date.  

The quarterly Newslett er fea-
tures articles relating to children 
and youth with disabilities. 
Spanish and Chinese editions 
are available to readers of those 
languages. 

Education activities in 2006 
included parent-professional 
workshops, small group indi-
vidualized clinics, trainings, 
parent panels, presentations 
and conferences.  Topics for 
parent/professional workshops 

and trainings during the year 
included Early Intervention, 
Hearing Loss, Inclusion, 
Individual Education Programs, 
and Planning for the Future. 
Meanwhile, weekly small-
group clinics on the Individual 

Education Program (IEP) and 
transition issues off ered more 
individualized help for families 
To make it easier for families to 
participate in these activities, 
free on-site childcare was pro-
vided. Clinics were presented in 
English, Spanish, and Cantonese; 
simultaneous translation was 
available for workshops and 
trainings. 

The annual Information and 
Resource Conference was held 
in March and off ered a full 
day of educational activities. 

Families raising a child with disabilities need to under-
stand their child’s special needs and learn about avail-
able resources. Support for Families off ers several ways 
to obtain this vital information.

Education...Education...
Support for Families’ many educational activities give 
families — and professionals who work with fami-
lies — opportunities to develop new skills, learn more 
about resources, and communicate more eff ectively 
with one another.



Support Groups off er peer sup-
port,  information, and resources 
to parents, caretakers and sib-
lings of children with disabilities. 
New groups in 2006 included 
ones for families of premature in-
fants, children with Autism, and 
children who are deaf or hearing 
impaired. Continuing groups in-
cluded those for Spanish speak-
ers, Cantonese speakers, families 
with mental health issues, fami-
lies of young children and others.

Volunteer Parent Mentors are 
parents of children with dis-
abilities who complete extensive 
training and are matched with 
other parents to off er support 
and resources on an individu-

alized basis. Outreach and 
support to Spanish-speaking 
Mentors continued this year.

Mental Health Services in 2006 
included short-term counseling, 
referral, and case management 
available in English, Spanish, 
Cantonese, and Mandarin.

Family Recreational and Social 
Events provide relaxing, fun 
opportunities for families to get 
together and enjoy themselves. 
More than 1,000 parents, chil-
dren and enthusiastic volunteers 
att ended free family events dur-
ing 2006, including Walk & Roll, 
Arts and Craft s Day, Halloween 
Carnival, and a Holiday Ice 
Skating Party. 

Fourteen workshops, an Assistive 
Technology demonstration cen-
ter, and 65 exhibitors provided 
families and professionals with a 
wealth of information and op-
portunities to network with each 
other. 

Community education and out-
reach activities in 2006 included 
teams of parents and staff  who 
made presentations to classes, 
community organizations, and 
professional groups about dis-
ability issues and the experiences 
of families. Medical and nursing 
students were also matched with 

Family-to-family support is part of every service pro-
vided by Support for Families. Most of our direct ser-
vice staff , all our Parent Mentor volunteers, and the 
majority of the members of our board of directors are, 
themselves, parents or family members of children 
with disabilities or special health care needs.

families to help them develop a 
bett er understanding of family 
needs and concerns. 

Family-to-Family Family-to-Family 
SupportSupport



Support for Families actively collaborates in several 
projects, oft en taking a leadership role, to help im-
prove the systems and services that work with fami-
lies of children with disabilities.  

Statewide Initiatives:

● Family Voices of California 
(FVCA) is a collaboration of 
Family Resource Centers and 
other agencies working to im-
prove policies and systems of 
care for children with special 
health care needs. Support for 
Families is a coordinating agen-
cy.

● Support for Families is also 
an active member and fi scal 
agent of the Family Resource 
Centers Network of California 
(FRCNCA), a collaboration of 
centers providing parent-to-par-
ent support for families of chil-
dren with disabilities through-
out California.  

Local Service 
Coordination Initiatives:

Support for Families is involved 
with other agencies in four proj-
ects working to improve service 
coordination in San Francisco for 
children of diff erent ages: 

● The DCYF Special 
Needs Inclusion 
Project is developing 
a Strategic Plan to 
help ensure that city 
programs will have 
the resources and 
support they need 
to provide positive 
inclusive experiences 
for children and 

youth with disabilities ages 3 to 
18. Support for Families is the 
lead agency for this project.

● The Improving Transition 
Outcomes Project (ITOP) focuses 
on youth with special needs ages 
14 to 24. ITOP is also developing 
a Strategic Plan to ensure that 
youth can transition smoothly 
to adult services. Support for 

Families and Jewish Vocational 
Services are co-coordinating 
agencies.

● Support for Families is also 
actively involved in the High 
Risk Infant Interagency Council 
(HRIIC), a project of First5 San 
Francisco that brings together 
agencies working with children 
birth through fi ve with special 
needs.  HRIIC is co-located with 
Support for Families.

● The Open Gate Family 
Resource Center is a collabo-
ration with the Community 
Alliance for Special Education 
(CASE), the KIDS Project, the 
Community Advisory Committ ee 
on Special Education, the San 
Francisco Unifi ed School District, 
and Community Behavioral 
Health Services. 

Other Partnerships and 
Collaborations:

● Membership in the Child Care 
Inclusion Challenge Project 
(CCICP) working to increase 
inclusive child care opportunities 
for children with special needs in 
San Francisco.

● A partnership with California 
Children’s Services for family 
liaison services. 

● A partnership with the San 
Francisco Department of Human 
Services Family Resource 
Centers to off er outreach to 
families of children with disabili-
ties birth to fi ve in underserved 
neighborhoods.

● A partnership with the 
Community Advisory 
Committ ee for Special 
Education (CAC) is helping this 
parent group plan for the future.

Support for Families is...
•  A Parent Training and 

Information Center (PTI) on 
special education (as part of 
the Northern California Region 
4 Collaborative).

•  A California Family 
Empowerment Center on 
Disability.

•  A California Department of 
Developmental Services Early 
Start Family Resource Center.

•  A Family Voices of California 
Family-to-Family Health 
Information Center.

Special ProjectsSpecial Projects



Most frequently reported 
family issues in 2006:

•Needing Support
•Needing Child Care
•Assessment or Screening
•Problems with, or questions about, 

the Individual Education Program 
(IEP) for Special Education

•Other Education Issues
•Child’s Behavior
•Financial Assistance

Who are the families 
we serve?

 Families of children with disabili-
ties come from all walks of life and all 
income levels. Because Support for 
Families does not have eligibility 
requirements, we can assist families 
of children with any kind of disability 
or special health care need, including 
learning disabilities, behavior disorders, 
and children at risk for disabilities.

The data below is from the 583 new 
families who had consultations with 
Community Resource Parents in 2006.

Ethnicities of Children

utiethnic 4%

European 
American 21%

African American 
16%

Asian/ Pac
Islander 19%

Latino 28%

Other 3%
Unknown

10%

Native American 
1%

0 - 2 
11%

5
%

6 - 17
52%

18  22
over 22  

1%

Ages of Children and Youth

Primary Languages of Families

her 6%

Mandarin 1%

Englis
64%

Cantonese 11%

panish
18%

Our thanks to the Tuyubs and two other families who were kind enough to share their stories on a video 
that can be accessed on the Support for Families website: www.supportforfamilies.org.



INDIVIDUALS:
 

$10,000 and 
above

Jane LaPides & Murray 
Cahen 

$5,000 to $9,999
Bruce Deming & Jeff 

Byrne 
Valerie Mulhollen & 

Nancy Geenen 

$2,000 to $4,999
Beverly & Robert 

Deming 
Judith Janec 
Alan Marcus 
Jo Cummins & Barry 

Milgrom 
Sally Spencer & Phillip 

Pollock 
Lisa & Stephen Shirley 

$1,000 to $1,999
Lorraine & Frank Bien 
Deane Bivins 
Lynn Fuller & Bill Bivins 
William W. Bivins, Sr. 
Emily Chen & 

Christopher Carrera 
Liane Collins 
Juno & Robert Duenas 
Judy Chen & Michael 

Gamboa 

$15,000 +
 InterPacifi c Group

$5,000 to $14,999
Lindamood-Bell

$2,500 to $4,999
California State 

Automobile Assoc
Foley and Lardner

$1,000 to $2,499
 Paragon Real Estate
Physician’s 

Reimbursement Fund
Zephyr Real Estate

$500 to $999
Community Technology
Luce Forward
Milagro Group
San Francisco Millwork
Toyota Motor Sales

$100 to $499
Farela, Braun + Martel
Kaiser Permanente
Pacifi c Pediatrics
First American Title

Maria-Elena & Patrick 
Hanley 

Jeff Harrell 
Nancy Iverson 
Virginia Kahn 
Linda Griffi th & Paul 

Korntheuer 
Marjorie Lewisohn, M.D. 
Barbara & Garry K. 

Marshall 
Peggy Barbieri & David 

Rothman, DDS 
Irma & Ralph Thaler 
Tania Tour-Sarkissian 

$500 to $999
Marie Acacia & Jennifer 

Borders 
Audrey Carlson 
Frank Caufi eld 
Drs. Lucy & William 

Crain  
Elizabeth & Julian 

Eisenstein 
Alison & Brock Fuller 
Karen & Todd Gemmer 
Suzanne & Lou Giraudo 
Nancy Hudgins 
Elizabeth Brogna & 

Michel Kapulica 
Karen Kerner 
Alyson Sinclair & David 

Lazerwitz 
Laurel Schultz & Paul 

Linde 
Kathleen & Stephen 

Meeker 
Mary & David Phillips 
Valerie Pierce 
Holly Seerley 
Virginia Shirley 
Laurel Kloomok & Ned 

Smith 
Lili Byers & Peter Straus 
Jan & Jim Watson 
Glen Young, DDS 

$250 to $499
Kathi Kamen Goldmark 

& Sam Barry 
Cecilia Dyba 
Patricia Solis & Alfonso 

Fillon 
Peter Goetze 
Heather & Gene 

Hoffman 
Kit & George Lee 
Linda Vossler-Swan & 

Bert Swan 
Gordon Atkinson 
Barbara Bennett 
William Bernell 
John S. Bien 
Harriet & Gary Cellini 
Kathryn A. & Joseph M. 

Cleberg 
Anne & Randall Greene 
Carla & Hank 

Greenwald 

Steve Hardy 
Beverly & Michael 

Hennessey 
Jennifer Houser 
Roselynn & Steven 

Itelson 
Mary & Jay Kloepfer 
Marjorie & David Kobe 
Jane & Allan E. Low 
Serene Low 
Vishwa Marwah 
Norma & Albert Moisio 
Patricia Napoliello 
Jane Reed 
David Salopek 
Antje & Dick Shadoan 
Kat Taylor & Tom Steyer 
Nitya Venkateswaran 
Shyamala & K. 

Venkateswaran 
Kerry Weiner 
Mai Mai & Paul Wythes 

$100 to $249
Alexandra & Sigurd 

Bervin 
Lisa Duncan 
Gary Gin 
Siobhan & Matthew 

Haskell 
Annette Lee 
Nion McEvoy 
Patti & Tom McRae 
Richard Nathan 
Bradley R. Anderson 
Lorraine & Leo Arnaudo 
Janet Green Babb  & 

Richard Babb 
Elizabeth Billo 
Camilla & Ronald Bixler 
Robert J. Bockelman 
Georganne & John S. 

Boerger 
Jerome I. Braun 
Margaret & Henry 

Brodkin 
Susan & James Burns 
Barbara Tomash & 

Edward Bussa 
Elaine & Stephen Butler 
Anthony Canini 
Tina & Brian Cash-

Walsh 
Marty Cerles 
Chiachi Chen 
Hong Mei Chen 
Theresa Collins 
Mildred & Jeff Crear 
Joan Crowell 
Robert Darling 
Chris & Lois Devencenzi 
Michelle & Kevin 

Donaldson 
Jane Wheeler & Andrew 

Dubin 
Ken Ebanks 
Mark Eriksson 
Laura Tibbals & Douglas 

Fielding 
Alice Finch 
Lucy Flanigan 
Judith Flynn 
Matthew Fust 

Jessica Gabel 
James Gemmer 
Diane & Steven 

Goldman 
Bernice Goldmark 
Sally Sehring & William 

Gonda 
Gail Green 
Patricia Hargarten 
Clare Hart 
Jeri Hart 
Caroline Herter 
Lih-Yun Hsu 
Catherine & Sam 

Humphreys 
Constance Hutchason 
Jude Kaye 
Marla & Tim Kelly 
Barbara Kendrick 
Amber Kennedy 
Angela Korpela, MA 
Peter Lam 
Lynn & Ron Laupheimer 
Malinda Lennihan 
Steve Lowenthal 
Sheila Maffei 
Peter Mansfi eld 
Hydra Mendoza 
Erica Montgomery 
Crista Morehead 
Kathleen O’Connor 
Yin Owyeung 
Francine & Alan Perry 
Kevin Plunkett 
Quyen Diep Pon 
Mary Powers 
Monica Rivera 
Charles Roth  
Danni Runfola 
Robert Ruth 
Steve Schurr 
Ernest Selander 
Susan Sherman 
Lisa Louis & Hitoshi 

Shigeta 
Jackie Shinefi eld, M.D. 
To Li Shu 
Anne Marie Siu Yan 
Rocio Smith 
Shawna Thommes 
Grant Thompson 
Judy Todd 
Swapna Venkateswaran 
Audrey & Russell 

Vernick 
Fredric Warren 
Derrick K. Watson 
Polly & Bracken White 
Ed Yaffa 
Jeannine Yeomans 
Maria T. Zappas 
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Ziring 

to $100
Shawn Abe  
Denise Abersold-Boyd 
John Adams 
B. Kojo Ako-asare 
Mary & Phil Albert 
Sally & Ian Albert 
Marilyn C. Alford 
Michael Amaro 
Jeanne T. Ames 

Peri Anders 
Kathleen Stewart & 

David L. Anderson 
Ella Apgar 
Peddie Arneson 
Wanyee Babitsky 
Jack Ballenger 
Rhonda Ballenger 
Stacey Barlett 
Alison Barnhill 
Zulema & David Barron 
Christine Bartel 
Jewel Beaman 
Elaine Becker 
Bobbi Benson 
Marianne Bentivegna 
Kim Berlin 
Correy Bernal 
Valerie Bianquis 
Eugenia Blanding 
Maria & Kevin Boden 
Valerie Bond 
Nancy Boughey 
Brittany Braguine 
Sandra & Sidney Briggs 
Desiree Brown 
Bill Bruckner 
Emilia Burchiellaro 
Cassandra M. Calhoun 
Patricia Camarena 
Esther Campos 
Veronica Canton 
Eileen Caplan 
Anne Carew 
Catherine M. & Eugene 

Carter 
Lauren Cassidy 
Ann Cavanagh 
Annie & Michael 

Cavanaugh 
Alia Chaplin 
Jeff Chaplin 
Paul Charles 
Helen Cheng 
Candace Chesnutt 
Leslie Owyang-Chin & 

Don Chin 
Deanna Ciano 
Regina Claudio 
Meaghn Clifford 
Laura & Desiderio Co 
Rosamond Cobert 
Marilyn & Larry Cohen 
Pat Coleman 
Robin Myers & David 

Colleen 
Pamela Collett 
Irene C. Contreras 
Juanita Contreras 
Margaret Kendrick & 

Angel Contreras 
Meli H. Cook 
Evan Cox 
Sarah Cunningham 
Teresa Cuseo 
Cameron D’Alpe 
Ann Daniels 
Jean Davis 
Cesar De Joya, Jr 
Audrey deChadenedes 
David deChadenedes 
Edith deChadenedes 
John deChadenedes 

Thank you! The following individuals, corporations, 
businesses, organizations, and grantors 
ensured that Support for Families services 
reached families in 2006:

CORPORATIONS, 
BUSINESSES, 
ORGANIZATIONS:



Margaret deGuzman 
Catherine Devencenzi 
Clarissa Devencenzi 
Alyssa Difi lippo 
Brian Donnelly 
Rebecca & David 

Donohue 
Patricia & Thomas 

Donovan 
Jennifer & Greg Doyas 
Carolyn Doyle 
Ella Driscoll 
Judy Drummond 
Patricia & Harris Dubrow 
Nanette Dumas 
Maureen Dunne 
Jacqueline L. Durmas 
Charlotte & Dermot 

Durnin 
Stephen Engh 
Dora Epps 
Blanca Estrada 
Laura Evans 
Meg Evans 
Sandy Mui-Hin Eng-

Feifer & Donald Feifer 
Herman Fok 
Susan Fong Wong 
Andy Forrest 
Jacqueline & Alan Fox 
Edgar Garcia 
Maria & Sam Gatt 
Cathy Gilfether 
G. Gloria Gillogley 
Christine Godfrey 
Wende Brock & Howard 

Golden 
Joe Goldmark 
Andrea Gomez 
Juan Antonia Gutierrez 

Gomez 
Suzanne Graham 
Frances Grahamjones 
Nancy & David Gray 
Pamela Cook 

Greenawalt 
Anu Greenlee 
Kenneth Greenslade 
Jacqueline & James 

Greig 
Samantha Monterrosa & 

Aracely Guevara 
Julie Ann & R. Lee 

Hagelshaw 
Kim Hagemann 
Tracy Hall 
Pacita & Anthony Hardin 
Dakota Hare 
Suchitra Hari 
Bonnie Hawkes 
Nicole Hayward 
Suzanne Hedman 
Emmanuel Hernandez 
Ingrid Hester 
Kristen Hewitt 
Paula & Arnold Hider 
Robert Hines 
Jennifer A. & Samuel M. 

Hocking 
Kathryn Holder 
Roy Hom 
Susan Hopkins 
Roseanna Hughes 
Susan Hunt 
Ellen McLean & Anthony 

A. Imhof, III 
Ellen Inada 
Peter Innes 
Annabelleand Dan Ison 
Jennifer C. Betti & Peter 

K. Jackson 
Gabrielle James 
Nathaniel D Jenkins 
Constance Johnson 
David Rupert, Sr. & 

Diane Johnson 
Jim Johnson 
Terri L. Johnson-Fields 
Kathy Jung 
Linda Justice 
Jennifer Kam 
Betty Kamen 
Paul Kendrick 
Renny & Tobin Kendrick 
Jill & Jason Kimbrough 
Jennifer Kline 
Jean Korn  
Mary-Ellen Kreher 
Madan Kumar 
Anna & Randall Kwock 
Erich Kyger 
Phung Lam  

Nina Lamadora 
Christina Velasco & 

Gregory Landau 
Mara Langer 
Cherese LeBlanc 
Gladys E. LeBlanc 
Timothy Lechuga 
Kate & Andrew Lesher 
Steve Leslie 
Steven LeVine 
Joan Lewis 
Donna Li 
Carol & Martin Lifshitz 
Sylvia Lifshitz 
Nancy Lim-Yee 
Betty & Nick Lituanio 
Jolene Logue 
Lawrence Low 
Elizabeth Luke 
Eliza Lurie 
Linda & Lawrence Luu 
Sara Maamouri 
Lorelei MacDonald 
Robert Magee 
Lorraine & Martin Magid 
Sylvia Maher 
Luther Manning 
Pip Marks 
Lou Martinez 
Garlene Maxwell 
Joseph McAuliffe 
Valerie McCarthy 
Winifred & Thomas 

McGeorge 
Ann McMahon 
Renee Meisenbach 
Kenneth Mielen 
Janet Miller 
Ralph Miller 
Susan Mills 
Madeline E. Minor 
Vera Mitgang 
Roberto Molina 
Carol Monti 
Dorothy A. Moore 
Marla Moresi-Valdes 
Julia & Don Moseman 
Armando Mota 
Jacquelyn Mullikin 
Emily Nail 
Lori Nava 
F.G. Negherbon 
Eric Nelson 
Marie Nguyen 
Hazel Norris 
Yvette Norris 
K O 
Ero Oaiya 
Patricia Ogura 
Paula & Leroy O’Neal 
Antoinette O’Neill 
Joan O’Rourke 
David Owens 
Lindy Palfreyman 
Virginia Panlasigui 
Mitch Paradise 
Tracy Parola 
John Pavloff 
Susan Percal 
Jan K. & George 

Perrenod, Jr. 
Mark Petersen 
Susan C. & Chris D. 

Peterson 
Joseph Phillips 
Frances Piazza 

Ana Plasencia 
Clarinda 

Quijano 
Deborah Rains 
Berty Liau & 

Severino 
Rayos 

Lori Redwood 
Adrian 

Resendez 
Jackie Rice 
John Rickards 
Mary Roper 
Cheryll Rosales 
Will Rothman 
Jack Russo 
Christine & Dave Ryan 
Kathleen & Henry J. 

Salvia 
Rosalind R. Sanders 
Margaret Schalda 
Carolyn & Gerald L. 

Schnurmacher 
Yunah Kim & Scott. 

Schrader 
Joan & Bryan Selby 
Sofi a & Paul Seregin 
Nina Serrano 
Debbie & Dave Sholin 
Nancy Strohl & Peter 

Siegel 
Molly Skuse 
Erin Smith 
Jovanka Solorzano 
Melissa Soto 
Annette Sozzi 
Daniela Steiner 
Jane Steiner 
Linda Barbara Stevens 
Hazel Stitt 
Kathryn Stone 
Tyler Stone 
Kirk Stuepfert 
Kyle Suen 
Irma Sweeney 
Karen Tabacco 
Nicole Tamayo 
Chelsea Tanaka-

Delgado 
Helen Tang  
Carol Ann Taylor 
Mark Taylor 
Susie Terri 
Jeanette & Seymour 

Thaler 
Leslie Thompson 
John Thurston 
Stanley Tong 
 April Toy 
Jocelyn Tsai 
Ruby Tsang 
Leslie Good Turbeville 
Gloria & Willie Turner 
Lizzie Turner 
Maria & Juan Tuyub 
Carla Ugarte Box 
Angelica Urias 
Alexandra Vallejo 
Caroline Vance 
Subha Varadarajan 
Raquel Vasquez 
Sue Vaterlaus 
Michael Vazquez 
Mona Vertin 
Sharon Virtue 
Tom Vo 

Montira Warran 
Dee Watt 
John Weber 
Rick Weinstein 
Rona Weintraub 
Melanie A. West 
Bracken White 
Lisa Williams Black 
Andrew Willis 
Thomas Wilson 
Judith Winchell 
Elaine Wohlmuth 
Patty & Michael Wong 
Stella & Gordon Wong 
Linda Woodworth 
Wendy & Robert Wright 
Lisa & Edwin Yee 
Sharon Yong 
Tiffany Yu 
Roslyn Lifshitz & Bruce 

C. Zangwill 
Miguel A. Rodriguez 

Zepeda 

Workplace Gifts & 
Pledges*

Anonymous
Veronica Braxton
Fung Yuen Leung 

Caxton
Olga Cifuentes
Colgate-Palmolive 

Employees
Quyen Duong
R.M.Faraimo
Grace Garza
John Geraci
C.E. Hamilton
Mohamed Harrat
Helen Jespersen
Gary Leong
Marisela Lozano
Tony Lucero
Sandra Martinez
Jerry Montgomery 
Yolanda Reid 

Chassiakos
B. Rockett
Hieu VanTran
Angela Wong

Foundations:
Callison Foundation
Marguerite Casey 

Foundation
Five Bridges 

Foundation
InterPacifi c Group
Langendorf 

Foundation
Louis R. Lurie 

Foundation
Gilbert Martin 

Foundation
San Francisco 

Foundation
George Sandy 

Foundation
Stulsaft Foundation
Thendara Foundation
True North 

Foundation
Union Bank 

Foundation

Government 
Grants and 
Contracts:

Administration on 
Developmental 
Disabilities, U.S. 
Dept. of Health and 
Human Services

Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau, 
U.S. Dept. of 
Health and Human 
Services

Offi ce of Special 
Education and 
Rehabilitation, U.S. 
Dept. of Education.

California Dept. of 
Developmental 
Services

California Dept. of 
Education

California State 
Council on 
Developmental 
Disabilities

San Francisco First5
San Francisco Dept. 

of Children, Youth, 
and Their Families

San Francisco 
Human Services 
Agency

San Francisco Dept. 
of Public Health

We apologize for any errors, omissions, or misspellings! 
Please contact us so we can correct our records.

*some of the above work-
place campaign gifts were 
made in 2005 but, due to 
campaign processing, did 
not reach SFCD until 2006.



2601 Mission Street, Suite 606
San Francisco, CA 94110

415. 282.7494
fax 415.282.1226

at Open Gate Family Resource 
Center:

2601 Mission Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94110

415.920.5040
fax: 415.920.5099

www.supportforfamilies.org

Support for Families 
Board of Directors*

Bruce Deming, President
Richard Adams, 

Treasurer
Judy C. Chen
Jeff Harrell, Secretary
Lisa Shirley, Vice 

President
Alyson Sinclair
Sally Spencer

Advisory Board*
Janet Green Babb, 

RPT
Bill Bivins
Mim Carlson
Joanna Cameron
Lucy Crain, MD
Mildred Crear, PHN
Diana Tang-Duffy, MD
Suzanne Giraudo
Suzanne Graham, RN, 

PhD
Carla Greenwald
Nancy Hudgins, Atty.
Jude Kaye
David Kobe
Betty Lituanio
Allan Low, Esq.
Peter Mansfi eld
Mary Phillips
David Rothman, DDS

 

Staff*
Juno Duenas, 

Executive Director
Helen Rossini, Co-

Founder
Nina Boyle, Family 

Resource Center 
Program Manager

Elaine Butler, Librarian
Jo Cummins, Training 

Coordinator
Mike Durkin, Open 

Gate Offi ce Manager
Bill Lewandowski, 

Director of Operations
June Hew, Comunity 

Resource Parent
Nathaniel Jenkins, 

Information & 
Resource Manager

Patricia Mejia, 
Education Manager

Rachel Nobel, Care 
Giving, Family 
Events, and Volunteer 
Manager

Joseph Phillips, 
Mental Health 
Services Manager

Ashley Richards, 
Parent Mentor 
Coordinator

Keith Rockhold, 
Information Systems 
Manager

Debra Sarmento, 
Family Resource 
Centers Network of 
CA Coordinator

Joan Selby, 
Community 
Resource Parent

Alison Stewart, 
Operation Access 
Coordinator

Linda Tung, CCS 
Parent- Health 
Liaison

Dianne Twombly, 
Special Needs 
Inclusion Project 
Coordinator

Linda Tung, CCS 
Parent Health Liaison

Sonia Valenzuela, 
Parent Mentor 
Coordinator 

Nitya Venkateswaran, 
Development 
Associate

Linda Vossler-Swan, 
Family Voices of 
California Coordinator

Jan Watson, 
Development Director

John Weber, ITOP 
Coordinator

David Witmer 
Administrative 
Assistant

Lisa Yee, Community 
Resource Parent

HRIIC-High Risk Infant 
Interagency Council*:
Patsy Hampton, HRIIC 

Coordinator
Zulema Rubalcava 

Barron, Special 
Needs Project 
Program Manager

April Finocchi, 
Screening Specialist

Carola Hastrup, 
RoundTable Case 
Coordinator

Shanta Jambotkar, 
RoundTable 
Coordinator

Karla Martinez, 
Screening Specialist

Ana Vanesa Plasencia, 
Data Evaluation 
Specialist

2006 Financial Summary
Preliminary information. Complete audited fi nancial statements for 2006 will be available in the 
Support for Families offi ce in late spring . 

Revenue $ 2,264,330. 
January 1 — December 31, 2006

Expenses  $ 2,233,205.
January 1 — December 31, 2006

Contracts 80.8% Other 
Income1.3%

Individuals 5.8%

Corporate 
Contributions 1.3%

10.8%

Program 
Services 

85.3%

Fundraising 3.8%

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

* as of 4/1/07
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Program Highlight:Program Highlight:

The Joan CasThe Joan Cassel Memorial Librarysel Memorial Library
With more than 3,000 items, 
the resource library at Support 
for Family’s Open Gate Family 
Resource Center has some-
thing to off er parents, children, 
youth, and professionals.  The 
Joan Cassel Memorial Library 
(named in memory of one of 
the agency’ founders) off ers free 
loans of books, magazines, and 
audiovisual materials such as 
CD’s, DVD’s, videos and audio-
tapes on a wide variety of topics 
related to disabilities and spe-
cial health care needs. We have 
reference materials available for 
on-site viewing for example, 
newslett ers from disability agen-

cies and programs around the 
country. 

Many resources are available in 
Spanish and Chinese as well as 
English. Librarian Elaine Butler is 
very resourceful in locating excel-
lent materials from the Children’s 
Book Project, Friends of the 
San Francisco Public Library, 
Learning Diff erences Library, 
publishers, authors, SFCD staff  
and families to meet the needs of 
parents and professionals.

Information and Resource 
Manager Nathaniel Jenkins is 
working on computerizing hold-

ings and developing an online 
catalogue. In the future, families 
and professionals will be able to 
review available materials and 
toys online. 

With so many resources available 
online, a computer with Internet 
access for use by families is an 
important Library feature. Staff  
can assist families in linking to 
important online resources. 

But it’s the Toy Library that is un-
doubtedly our most fun resource 
at Open Gate. Families can bor-
row toys and games for a month 
to see if they are appropriate for 
their children, exchanging them 
for new items at the end of the 
period. No library card required! 


