What can I expect
when I visit the
California Academy of
Sciences?

I am going to visit the California Academy of Sciences in Golden
Gate Park on Sunday. The Museum is glass and grey concrete.

My family and I will get to explore the Academy and do some
fun activities while we are there.

When we get to the museum we will be greeted at the
entrance by the friendly people who work there and we will
look for Support for Families table to check in.

In the Academy I should always walk. Running could hurt
people or the things in the Academy.

In the Academy I will be asked to use an “inside” voice to talk to
people in my group. In the building I should use a Number 3, or
Normal Talking voice.

When I enter the Academy the first thing I will see is a large
T-rex dinosaur. I may want to have my picture taken with the
dinosaur.

The Academy is an aquarium, planetarium and natural history
museum.

The Aquarium has many tanks with fish, snakes, frogs, and
invertebrates like jellies and octopus. Some tanks are as big as
the entire room and some are small. There is even a rainforest.

The Planetarium is a dark movie theater that can be loud. It
shows movies about space and earthquakes.

A natural history museum is a space to learn about the world
around you. It has exhibits that include skulls and skeletons,
fossils, and even neat things to play with. Exhibits like African
Hall, Color of Life, and Gems and Minerals are good places to
visit.

The rainforest can be noisy and warm. I may want to take my
coat off. There are lots of animals like butterflies and snakes to
see. The butterflies and birds fly around the glass dome. If I am
quiet the animals may let me come take a close look. I should
not touch the animals.

To go into the rainforest I will need to wait in line and go
through a special door.

My family and I will slowly walk up the ramp and then at the
very top we will get into the elevator to exit the rainforest. The
elevator will go down and open in the Aquarium. I can then
walk under the fish tank I saw in the rainforest.

I can do an art activity if I want. The activity table will be in the
Colonnade near the Swamp exhibit.

This picture is the type of art activity I might want to do. I can
bring my art project home with me.

My family and I can go into any of the exhibits if we like.
Exhibits are spaces where there are artifacts, animals, pictures
and things to play with. There are 5 floors of exhibits. We do
not have to go into all of them.
We can ask the staff or volunteers to guide us to things we
might like.

African Hall

Color of Life

Most things in the Academy are for touching.

Getting around the Museum we can take the stairs or elevator.
If we take the elevator, we may have to wait for a few minutes,
and it may be crowded inside.

It is also good for me to keep my feet on the ground while I am
in the elevator.

If the Museum gets too loud, my family and I can find a quiet
space on the 1st floor to sit and take a break. We can walk
through the Curiosity Grove lobby to get to the room.

We can also get snacks that are just for Support for Families.
We can eat and drink in that room.

There is also a roof where I can look out at the green park and
the sky in all directions. If it is a clear day I can see a long way!

Another thing I can do if I want to take a break when I am at the
museum is go to the East Garden outside the Color of Life
exhibit. There is space I can play in and run around. There are
also chairs and tables. I can also visit the West Garden outside
the cafe.

I can also go outside in Golden Gate Park, and follow a path or
look at plants right outside the Museum. I will need to get my
hand stamped if I want to come back inside the museum.

There are many hands-on exhibits that could be fun. They can
be busy and noisy sometimes. I will get to choose what I play
with or do. I will need to share with other kids in the space and
wait my turn. These exhibits are called the Naturalist Center,
Curiosity Grove and Discovery Tidepool.

Curiosity Grove is a space I can play with my family. It is best for
children 5 years and under.

The Naturalist Center has some skulls and pelts I can touch and
games I can play with.

The Discovery Tidepool has cold water with starfish and sea
urchins that are alive. I can touch them gently with 2 fingers.
Volunteers will help me if I have questions.

There are a lot of scheduled programs that I could go to. Some
will ask for volunteers from the audience. I can volunteer if I
want to. I can also ask a question. Some programs include
science experiments, or theater, or animal feedings.

