
Students' Right to In-Person School 

For some students, based on health conditions or other unique circumstances, online school may be the 
best choice. However, in no situation can a student be forced into online school. Now that schools are 
fully reopened, all students have the right to in-person, classroom-based education.  

Independent Study 
For some students, independent study may be a good choice. Independent study is an alternative to 
classroom instruction, consistent with the District curriculum that involves minimal supervision by an 
instructor and little or no time in a classroom. Online programs are now a common way for student to 
participate in independent study. For more information on students’ right to access independent 
study and independent study requirements see this guide: 
https://www.myschoolmyrights.com/rights/right-to-in-person-school/ 

However, for the majority of students, in-person instruction is critical to their education. Independent 
study is always completely optional. It is the parents’ or caregiver’s decision to enroll a student in 
Independent Study and they can always change their mind. Once a parent or caregiver requests that a 
student to return to in-person school, the student must be re-enrolled in in-person schools within five 
days. A District can never require a student to attend Independent Study for behavioral or any other 
reasons. 

Special education students cannot be placed in Independent Study unless it is explicitly stated in their 
IEP and agreed to by their educational rights holder.  

Charter Schools 
Online charter schools (called non-classroom based charter schools) operate under Independent Study 
Laws. Similar to independent study, no student should be enrolled in a non-classroom based charter 
school unless that is their choice. This is true for all students, including those living in group homes or 
other out of home placements. Students cannot be required to attend an online charter school for any 
reason. 

Home and Hospital 
Home and Hospital instruction is for students with a temporary disability that prevents them from 
attending school. Students should never be placed on Home and Hospital for any other reason, including 
behavioral issues or a disability that is not temporary.  

School Discipline 
There are strict procedures that schools and districts must follow to suspend or expel a student. For 
more details see https://www.myschoolmyrights.com/rights/school-discipline/. It is not legal for a school 
or district to transfer a student to “online school” rather than following those procedures. Even if a 
student is, after a hearing, expelled, they have the right to an educational program, such as a county 
program. Students cannot be forced into online school through a stipulated expulsion, and parents 
should never sign a stipulated expulsion without consulting an attorney or educational advocate.  

https://www.myschoolmyrights.com/rights/right-to-in-person-school/
https://www.myschoolmyrights.com/rights/school-discipline/


Need help? 

If you have concerns about online school or an experience that you’d like to report, please contact: 

Abigail Trillin, Clinical Supervising Attorney 
Youth and Education Law Project 
atrillin@law.stanford.edu  

If you need help getting back into in-person school, please contact a local legal resource: 

Youth and Education Law Project at Stanford Law School 
San Francisco Bay Area and South Bay  
(650) 723-4336

Inland Counties Legal Services (ICLS) 
Riverside and San Bernardino Counties 
(888) 245-4257

National Center for Youth Law 
Statewide 
(510) 835-8098

Youth Justice Education Clinic at Loyola Law School 
Los Angeles 
(213) 736-8339

Neighborhood Legal Services of Los Angeles County 
Los Angeles 
(888) 907-0444

Public Counsel 
Los Angeles, Pasadena, Long Beach, Antelope Valley 
(213) 385-2977 ext. 500
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